connection that integrity and honor were
the surest guaranties which even a merchant
debtor could present in the form of promis-
sory notes. It was quite a usual thing to
insert such clauses as these: "In default
of the repayment .of the sum lent to me, I
shall say nothing against being ridiculed in
public;" or, "In case I fail to pay you back,
you may call me a fool," and the like.

Often have I wondered whether the Vera-
city of Bushido had any motive higher than
courage. In the absence of any positive
commandment against bearing false witness,
lying was not condemned as sin, but simply
denounced as weakness, and, as such, highly
dishonorable. As a matter of fact, the idea
of honesty is so intimately blended, and its
Latin and its German etymology so iden-
tified with

HONOR

that it is high time I should pause a few
moments for the consideration of this feature
of the Precepts of Knighthood.

The   sense   of   honor,  implying  a  vivid
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